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Pei'haps Ireland may, yet catch a spark 
of the public spirit, though some ot her 
once patriotic- members v, ere found 
sb the majority against Wardk's motion. 
Men,: who belong to parties, cannot 
be much "depended . on ; they lave 
their private purposes to answer, and 
may not wish to shut the door against 
their return to power on some future 
contingency. But in this instance we 
have seen the business carried by the 
voice of the people against ail parties: 
for" 1 after all we may see that the 
people compelled the House of Com- 
mons to go so far as they were re- 
lucrantly driven, and' it was the voice 
of public censure thai prevented them 
from giving the Duke of York a 
full acqtrittal. 

My principal design in Writing is 
to communicate through your pages 
an anecdote of §ir Francis Buidett, 
when he was in prance, during 
the short peace in 1602. He was 
asked to whai party he belonged > 
Whether to the party of Fox ? ** No," 
says he, "to the ?arty or thTb Peo- 
ple."* A noble answer! and'yet 1 haVe 
heard him censured, asBfttbeinghr this, 
answer, sufficiently respectful to this fa- 
mous statesman. But Stir Francis scorn- 
ed to wear the badge of party. 

I shall mention 'an- instance of 
the servility of party in the Irish 
House of Commons. 

Tlie membeis dependent on a eer- 
tain Northern Peer, actually appeared 
in the house, in a uniform, which 
was the livery of that nobleman. — 
This was only a barefaced avowal 
of what others practice with nearly 
equal servility. A Sifter. 

Fop tlie Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 

IFIN'D it is not inconsistent with 
the plan of '\ our work to receive 
contributions from other periodical 
works, when the obligation is honest- 
ly acknowledged. 1 therefore send 
vou the annexed anecdote of Sir 
Sidney Smyth, extracted from the 
Montnly Repository of Theology and 
General Literature, for the last month. 
A Reader. 

AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 

The annual meeting of this laudable 
Society »as hoklen ou Saturday, the 



25th instant, at the Freemason's Ta- 
vern* his Migtopess the Duke of Glou- 
cester, Patron and President, in the 
chair. ThA report of the proceedings 
of tlie Directors was ordered to be 
published, and will be analyzed in 
this work. 4» «>on as it appears. The 
Earl of Moira having informed the 
meeting in a very impressive speech, 
of bis Saving recently learnt that Sir 
Sidney Smyth had been presented 
by the Prince Regent of Portugal 
with an estate, and with a number 
of negro-slaves, to be employed in 
cultivating it; and that the use Sir 
Sidney, had made of this gift was 
immediately '-'to liberate the slaves, 
and to allot to each of them a por- 
tion of this estate, . to be cultivated 
by them as free labourers, for their 
own exclusive benefits. It was re- 
solved unanimously, on the motion 
of Mr. Wflberforce, .That his Royal 
Highness the Duke, of Gloucester tie 
requested to communicate to Sir 
Sidney Smith, the high sense enter- 
tained by this meeting, of his admi- 
rable judgment and liberality in the 
above instance, and to return him 
their warmest thanks for a conduct 
which is so truly honourable to the 
British name and character, and which 
may be expected in the way of ex- 
ample to be productive of the happiest 
effects. 

We wish, by quoting the above 
resolution, to express our admiration 
of Sir Sidney's, conduct. Without 
meaning any disrespect to the mili- 
tary profession, we could almost hope 
that he may -be less known hereafter 
by the appellation of, tlie hero of 
Acre, than by that (which is well 
deserved) of the Philanthropist of 
the Brazils. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO CIVILIZE IN- 
DIA BY PEACEABLE MEANS, A GOOD 
LESION FOIl GOVERNORS, EXTRACTED 
FBOM A NARRATIVE OF A TOUR THROUGH 
BENGAL, AND THE INTERIOR OP HINDOS- 
TAN IN 1794, &C. PUBLISHED INTHEI.ON. 
DON MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 

MR. CLEVELAND was appoint- 
ed chief of Baugilpore, about 
the year 1773. This gentleman was 
by nature humane, mild, and con- 
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reposed in trusting himself alone and 
unarmed amongst them, and above all, 
an ancient tradition which Lad been 
handed down from father to son, that 
they were to derive some great be- 
nefit from the visit, and conse- 
quent friendship of a stranger, car- 
ried conviction to the mind of the 
Rajah, and induced him to enter 
into Mr. Cleveland's views, without 
further hesitation. That gentleman 
taking advantage of the superstitious 
ideas 'the tradition had inspired them 
■with, proposed immediately to cement 
their friendship by the solemn ties 
of religion. The Rajah with aii the 
ardour and joy semt-ijarharisra feels 
iu the expectation of possessing some 
new, and as yet unappreciated gift, 
summoned the priests to his pre- 
sence, and without further delay ra- 
tified the treaty with all the solem- 
nity and awe the most sacred rites 
of religion are capable of inspiring. 
Mr. Cleveland returned to baugil- 
pore, attended by several of the 
mountaineers, who became so attach- 
ed to his person, that he formed them 
into a corps, which was soon aug- 
mented by fresh recruits from the 
hills. Their fidelity and activity in 
protecting the villagers from the" de- 
predations of their countrymen, be- 
came so conspicuous, that it was 
thought prudent by government to 
entrust them with iirelotks and disci- 
pline them in the European manner. 
1'he experiment succeeded admirably ; 
applications for admittance into the 
corps became so numerous, that a 
battalion of one thousand men was 
soon formed, under the appellation 
of Hill rangers: the constant inter-* 
course betwe«?h these people and their 
orethreu in the hills, brought about 
general habits of civilization and 
friendly intercourse, and at this day, 
scarcely thirty year* from the first 
formation of the corps, t|ie British 
government in India does not posse s 
more peaceable and , loyal subjects, 
than the mountaineers of Baugilpon . 
Statesmen feud warriors, who study 
how to enslave add slaughter mankiiif , 
have their names Lauded down to 
posterity by the pens of historians, 
while the modest virtues, and mere 
essential services of such a man as 
Cleveland, unembljzoaed wita titles, 



eiliating; the maimers and customs 
of the natives had been his particu- 
lar study, and experience in his deal- 
ings with them had taught him that 
a free and unreserved conh'deuce 
tended more to establish a friendly 
intercourse, than any other method ; 
his benevolent and capacious mind 
embraced the idea of converting this 
lawless race of people into useful ci- 
tizens, and establishing them as bar- 
riers against the attacks of the remot- 
er and more ferocious tribes. With 
this philanthropic intention, he issued 
orders to the Seapoys, when next 
they took any of them prisoners, to 
use them kindly, and bring them to 
him ; this with some difficulty was 
dene, when Mr. Cleveland, instead 
of ordering them to be hung up, as 
had been the general custom, treated 
them with the greatest mildness and 
humanity, expressed, his desire to be 
on terms of friendship with all their 
people, and finally dismissed them 
with handsome presents, and a mes- 
sage to their chief, signifying his wish 
to have ah interview with- him, to 
treat about affairs that would tend to 
their mutual advantage; and to re- 
move all cause of apprehension on 
their part, he proposed going amongst 
them into the .remote and intricate 
recesses of their native hills, attended 
only by an interpreter. The aston- 
ished mountaineers, who expected uo- 
thing but death, regarded him as a 
being, of a superior race, and depart- 
ed with a promise of returning, with 
the answer* of their Kajah, which they 
did in a few days, bringing his as- 
sent to the proposed interview. Mr. 
Cleveland . accordingly proceeded, 
notwithstanding the earnest advice and 
remonstrance of his friends, a iar&e 
party of whom accompanied him to 
the foot of the hills ; he ascenued 
with confidence, and was conducted 
by his guides through various turn- 
ings and Windings, to the presence 
of the Rajah. After the usual intro- 
ductory compliments, he opened tiie 
cause of his visit, and expatiated in a 
forcible manner on the advantages 
the mountaineers would derive from 
the friendship and protection of the 
English. The Rajah listened to hiin 
with attention, the language and mau- 
lers of Mr. Cleveland.the confidence he 
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^nd undecorated with trophies, will 
sink into oblivion amidst the civilizecl 
world, save in the memory of the 
humane philanthropist, who can duly 
appreciate the value of his labours, 
in converting a lawless race of sav- 
a^es into useful and peaceable citizens> 
without the effusion of blood, by the 
mild buttertain method of reciprocal 
benefit. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE RUINED ABBEY 
OP BONA MARGA, IN THE COUNTY 
ANTRIM. 

ALONG the extensive coast of 
the county Antrim, are scattered 
several ruins, whose origin is gene- 
rally lost in fable, but whose rude 
and massive architecture evince their 
remote antiquity. Many of these 
were evidently intended, for perma- 
nent castles of defence against the 
predatory invasions of the Scotch.— 
Some for the residence of the baro- 
nial chieftain, and others for tempo- 
rary watch-towers. Amid this num- 
ber of Gothic remains, the only mo- 
nastic buifding on the coast is the 
abbey of Bona Marga, which was 
founded in 15©°;, by Charles M'Don- 
nell, for monks of the Franciscan 
order, and which may be ranked 
among the latest of the monastic 
edifices raised in Ireland. It is sito- 
ated about a quarter of a mile from 
the village of Baflycastte, command- 
ing to the west a view of the ocean, 
with the bold outlines of the rocks 
that rise in many a fantastic shape 
along the coast ; to the south the 
undulating line of the mountain of 
KiiOck-lead, and to the east the ex- 
tensive glen of Carey. The chapel 
is one hundred feet in length, and 
thirty-foor in breadth. The refectory, 
cells, and other apartments, are too 
much dilapidated to allow any ac- 
curate description of their former 
size. The eastern gabel of the chapel 
which is still in a tolerable state of 
preservation is adorned with several 
well executed devices in bass relief, 
which however are- now rapidly moul- 
dering to decay. To the east of the 
great entrance to the chapel are the 
remains of a small edifice with narrow 
pointed gabels, which seems to have 



been the iodge of a porter, or lajr- 
brother. The venerable stillness of 
this sacred spot, the. numerous reliques 
of mortality that surround it, and the 
remembrance it produces of days 
that have been, give it even in its 
present desolated state an appearance 
more interesting, more impressive than 
it possessed when rising in all its 
plenitude of' monkish pride ; for, in 
viewing a jvell finished modern struc- 
ture, there is a ne plvs ultra, upon 
which the eye and' mind are equally 
forced to rest. But in the contem- 
plation of an "ancient ruin, there is 
such room for imagination to add a 
thousand ornamental touches, such 
softened regret for the transiency of 
human workmanship, that its greatest 
interest arises from its decay, and it 
is from this principle that many a 
coarse and barbarous mass of Gothic 
labour, has, from a lapse of time 
mouldered into beauty. 

The view of Bona Marga has of 
late been necessarily injured by the 
addition of a new roof to a small 
oratory which was built adjoining the 
great Abbey church, by a former Earl 
of Antrim, over the ashes of several 
of his family, whose burial place it 
is ; a window in this oratory has al- 
so been stopped up, over which is- 
an inscription, now rendered almost 
illegible, but of which the following 
is an accurate copy : J 

In Dei Dei-parisque Virginia houorem, 

Nobihsvimus atque illustrissimte 

Kandolpbus M'Domiell 

Gomes De Antrim, 

Hor saeeitum fieri curarit, 

Anno Don). 1621. 
In the Antrim vault there is a 
singular inscription, in Irish characters, 
on the coffin of the first Marquis of 
Antrim, a transcript of which, with a 
translation, shall appear in an ensuing 
Magazine. l. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

CAMP MEETINGS. 

1 LATELY received the following 
account of one of the Camp-meet- 
mgs so common in America, from an 
intelligent Correspondent, in New 
York. It may probably be gratify- 
ing to several of your readers, as it 
holds out in a strong point of view. 



